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MDCCLVIEs 


INFALLIBILITY 


Of the CHURCH of ROME, 
briefly comfidered. 
FOOD OOOO COOK 


1 JOHN Iv. x.’ 
BELOVED, believe not every Spirit, but try 


the Spirits whether they are of God ; becaufe 
many falfe Prophets are gone out into the World. 


weeheterAuets OU are doubtlefs, my Hear- 

8] fecfectfocsf ers, fome of you, fenfible, 

Tore $(% that I have publickly delive- 

“Fe Y YE red, and printed Difcourfes 

© MOK IE on the Words now read unto 

<feocfeoiest you, about two and twenty 
ye 


Years ago; at a Time when 


a Spirit of firong Enthufiafin was making it’s 
Way apace into this Society.* But she Spirit 
I am now to fry, being of avery different 
Sort from that, will lead me into a Difcourfe 
of quite another Nature. THE 


* A fhort Account of this Matter may be {een in my Letter to 
Mr. Whitefield, P. 6. 7. 
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THE Bufinefs on thethird Dudleian teaare, 
at this Time afligned to me by the Rev'd 
Truftees, according to the Will of the hono- 
rable, lear - and. pious Founder, is ‘ to be 
‘ for the detecting, and convicting and expo- 
* fing the Idolatry of the Romifh Church, 
‘their Tyranny, Ufurpations, damnable He- 
‘ refies, fatal Errors, abominable Superftiti- 
‘ ons, and other crying Wickednefles in their 
‘ high Places ; and finally to prove, that the 
© Church of Rome is that mytftical Babylon, 
* that Man of Sin, that apoftate Church, {po- 
‘ ken of i in the New ~Teftament. 


But when we charge the Church of Rome 
with any of thefe Enormities, or with any 
other Error, either in Faith or Pra¢tice ; her 
Advocates think it a fuflicient Anfwer to tell 
Us, * Alas, Gentlemen, you are grofly mifta- 

“ken! As for thefe Opinions 2 and Practices 
* which you take to be Errors, ’tis your felves 
“ only thaterr in thinking them to be fo ; for 
* the Church of Rome is fo highly privileged, 
* as to be under the conftant Guidance of an 

Infallible Spirit. You might as well there- 


© fore imagine that Chri and his Apoftles 


“ have erred, as that She hath, or can. 


THE firft Thing therefore to be done, in 
our Difputes with the Adherents and Advo- 
cates of the Romifh Church, feems to be this ; 


. 
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to eliquire carefully, Whether their Claim to 
fach an extraordinary Privilege, as the conti-+ 
nual Guidance of an Infallibie Spirit, be well 
grounded, or not? For on the one Hand, if 
it be, all Difpute with them is at an End. 
We have nothing to do, but to believe as 
their Church believes ; to receive all her Dic- 
tates with implicit Faith, and follow them 
with blind Obedience. And again, onthe 
other Hand, if this Claim be falfe and ground- 
lefs, yet till we convince them of it, they 
will and muft remain impenetrable, to any 
Arguments with which we can prefs them, 
on other Points. You fee then, that this is 
the fundamental Article in the Controverfies 
between us, and them ; and that Confequen- 
ces of the laft Importance depend upon it. 





~-T Hope therefore we -fhall all with hum- 
ble Reverence attend the affectionate Charge 


of the Apoftle in my Text, and not believe this - 


Spirit, till we have tried whether it be of God. 
And to this, by Divine Affiftance, I fhall now’ 
apply myfelf—But here fo many Things pre- 
fent'themfelves to View, that I find it no eafy 
Matter to determine which to pafs in filence, 
fince I am confined: to the Limits of one fhort 
Difcourfe, which can by no means contain 
them all. I muft content myfelf therefore to 
~ felect fuch 'Thots only, as can be beft crouded 
into fo {mall a Compafs, without being too 
much obfcur’d or maim’d. You 
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‘in any Doétrine of Religion. 


8 The Infallibility of the Church 

You may obferve then, that our Adverfa- 
ries the Papifts define their Church, to which 
they arrogate a Spirit of Infallibility, to be 
that Society of Perfons, who profe/s Faith infefus 


Chrift, and live in Subjettion to, and Communion 
with the Pope, or Bifhop of Rome. 


THE Infallibility they afcribe to this'Church 
is, That thro’ the Affiftance of Chrift and bis 
Holy Spirit, it not only does not, but cannot err. 
Go then fay 
they to this Church, and receive the Doétrine — 
which She teaches ; and there you have cer- 
tainly and infallibly, the true and pure Doc- 
trine of Jefus Chrift. Yea they fet up the 





* Didates of their Church as a Rule of Faith and 


Manners, diftin& from, and. fuperior to the, 
Holy Scriptures; inafmuch as they affirm, 
that the Seriptires can neither be truly under- 
ftood, nor favingly believed, without prefup- 
pofing the Infallibility of their Church in tefti- 


_ fying the divine Infpiration of them ;. and 


afcertaining the Senfe of them ; and fuper- 
adding certain neceflary Traditions of ‘the 


fame Original and Authority with them. 


_.. Tris Infallibility. they -place, not. m the 
Church Diffufive, but in the Church Repre- 
fentative. But whothe Reprefentative of their 
Church endowed with this Jnfallibility is, wher 
ther the’ Pope, who is the Head of it; ona. 
General 
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General Council of its Bifhops and Doétors ; 
or beth together ; they are at no Agreement 
among themfelves. And we are not at all 
concerned to help them in adjufting their own 
Differences ; thd methinks it looks with but an 


ill Afpect on their pretended Infallibility, that 


it hath never yet been at Leifure, or in Hu- 
mour. to decide a Controverfy in which it is 
fo much concerned; and on which all its 
Ufefulnefs to the Church is fufpended. 


For till this Point is determined, how fhall - 


the Church Diffufive, or any of its Members, 
know on whom to depend, or where to ap- 
ply for infallible Guidance, in any Matter of 


Faith or Practice. I think with the learned — 


Bifhop Burnet, ‘ That every Side does fo 
‘ effectually confute the other, that I believe 


‘ them allas to that: And think they argue 


‘much ftronger when they prove where it 
‘ cannot be, than when they pretend to prove 
‘ where it muft be.’ And if the Time 
would allow, it would be both an agreable 
and edifying Amufement, to take a View of 
their Arguments one againft another, on this 
Subject, wherein it fo much concerns them 
to be all of one Mind. 


But the Limits to which I am confined 
will not fuffer me on this Occafion to at- 
tempt to prove /eparately, either by their Ar- 

B guments, 
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guments, of one Party againft another,. or by 
any of my own, that neither Pope, nor Gene- 
ra! Council, nor both together, are guided by 
an Infallible Spirit in delivering the Doétrines 
of the Chriftian Religion.—— It will be futh- 
cient to anfwer all the Ends I aim at, if I 
can prove at once, That no fuch Affifiance of 
Chrift and his Holy Spirit is vouchfafed any 
where in the RomifhChurch, as infallibly fecures 
it from erring in any Dottrine of the Chriftian 
Religion. ~~ 


Peruapes the fhorteft Way of proving this 
would be, to fhew that that Church not. only 
may, but adually hath, erred exceedingly in 
fome Doétrines authorifed .by both Pope and 
Council, fo contrary both to Senfe and Rea- 
fon, as well as- Scripture ; that we, who live 
fo far remov’d from the Seat of pretended In- 
fallibility, have more and better Affurances 
that thofe Doctrines mutt be notorioufly falfe ; 
than we have, or poflibly can have, that there 
is, or ever was, either Pope, or General Council 
in the World, to enjoin us to believe them. 


But this would lead me to take up moft 
of the Time in expofing the Abfurdity of 
fome other Dodrine of the Church of Rome ; 
and to deduce the Falfehood and Arrogance 
of their Claim to Infallibity, only by Way of 
Inference from it ; which tho’ I believe the 

fhorteft, 





fhorteft, would yet fook like a more indirect 
Method of Proceedure ; and might perhaps 
prevent fome of my Succeflors in this Lecture, 
from attempting to expofe fuch a falfe Do&- 
rine, in a more effectual manner, than I am 
able to do.—I fhall therefore take another 
Courfe, and confine myfelf intirely to the 
fingle Point before me, by endeavouring to 
fhew, 


l. THAT it is evident, both from the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and from the Account which 
they themfelves give of the Infallibility they pre- 
tend to, that we can have no good Reafon to believe 
Juch Infallibility lodged any where in the Romith 
Church, without Jome divine Promife to found 


our. Belief of it upon. And, S 


Il. THAT tone of the Promifes alledged 


for this Purpofe, intend or prove any fich Thing. 


Now if Ican make it appear, that none of 
thePromifes alledged intimate any fuch Thing, 
as ‘the Conduét of an infallible Spirit in deli- 


vering the Doétrines of Religion,to bebeftow- 


ed any where in the Romifh Church ; and if I 
can prove, that we can have no good Reafon 
to believe any fuch Conduct vouchfafed to 
the Romifh Church, without a divine Promife 
of it ; twill thence plainly follow, that we 
ought not to believe the Remi/h Spirit of In- 

; B2 fallibility ; 
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12 The Infallibility of the Church 
fallibility ; but fhould reckon the Pretenders 


to it, among the fal/e Prophets, of whom we 
are warned in my Text. 


Here then, 

I. I am to prove, That it is evident both 
from the Nature of the Thing, and from the Ac- 
count which they themfélves give, of the Infallibi- 
lity they pretend to, that we can have no good Rea- 
fou to believe fuch Infallibility lodged any where 
in the Romith Church, without fome divine Pro- 


mife to found our Belief of it upon. 


1t. THIS is evident from the Nature of 
the Thing itfelf. For it cannot be pre- 
tended, that God is undcr any Neceflity of 





“Nature, or Obligation in Point of Juftice, 


unlefs he hath laid himfelf under one by Pro- 
mife, to beftow the infallible Conduct of his 
Holy Spirit in delivering the Doctrines of 
Religion, upon any Perfon or Community 
whatever: And much Iefs can it be prcten- 
ded, that he is under any Neceflity ‘or a 
gation to beftow it upon one partiéular Per- 
fon or Church, rather than another.. And 
therefore, if God does vouchfafe the infalli- 


_ble Guidance of his Holy Spirit in oe 


the Doétrines of Religion to axy Church ; anc 
more efpecially if he does it to one Church ex- 
clufive of all cthers, it muft be allowed by all 
to be an Act entirely free and arbitrary. And 

if 











if fo, then it can never be known what Church 
God fo highly favours, or whether he do fo 
by avy ; unlefs we know that he hath made 
fome antecedent Promife that he will: Or un- 
lefs he bares Witnefs to the Pretenfions of his 
favourite Church, with fuch miraculous Pow- 
ers, and apparent Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, as 
it would be inconfiftent for the God of Truth 
to confirm a Lie with—But now the Roma- 
nifts, I think, don’t prefume to fay, that their 
Church is endowed with any miraculous Pow- 
ers or Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, to confirm 
its Pretenfions to Infallibility. For tho they 
ftudy to perfwade the World, that Miracles 
are ftill among them; yet they do not fo 
much as fay, that the Miracles are wrought 
by thofe, with whom this Infallibility is 
lodged ; or that they are done to prove them 
to be Infallible. And therefore, Since the 
Gift of Infallibility is an arbitrary Thing, and 
they don’t pretend to prove they have it by 
Miracles ; if they can ever prove that their 

iwehihath it, they can do it only by pro- 
ducing fome Promife of God _ to beftow it on 
them. “But what wretched Contradiction, 
Confufion, and Circulation will this unavoi- 
dably run them into? For according to their 
Principles, we can neither be affured that the 
Scriptures are the Word of God, nor be cer- 
tain what is the Meaning of the Promifes of 


them ; unlefs we firft believe the Infallibility 
of 
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sof their Church in teftifying the divige Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, and afcertaining the 
Senfe of them. And yet when we enquire, 


how we fhall be affured of the pretended In- 


failibility of their Church, it is evident from 
the Nature of the Thing itfelf, eorapared with 


their own Principles and Conceflions, that 
they can never prove it, unlefs they can find 
fome Promife of it in the Scriptures. So 
that we mutt believe their Church to be In- 
fallible, before we can either believe, or know 
the Meaning of the Scriptures ; and yet we 
mutt believe their Church Infallible, becaufe 
they pretend that the Scriptures fay it is. 
But this is only to run round in a Circle, and 
favours fo little of a Spirit of Infallibility, 
that we hardly need. enquire, whether the 
Scriptures have promufed them Infalhibility, 
orno. * For it isan eternal Principle and 
* Rule of Reafon (as hath been frequently 
‘ obferved upon this Occafion ) never to 
* prove one Thing by another, till that other 
‘ is firft well-proved, if it be not a felf-ev ai 
* dent Truth: Nor can any. Thing be proved 
; afterwards by that, which was firff proved 
‘by it... This is as impofflible, as if a Father 
« fhould beget aSon, and fhould beafterwards 
‘ begotten by that Son..’... Therefore the 
Scriptures cannot prove the Infallibility of 
the Church, . fince their Authority ( accor- 
ing to Popifh Principles.) mutt firft be Be 
vec 












ae briefly Confidered. 


ved by the Churches TFeftimony. —— Thus | 
much for the Nature of the Thing it felf. ) 
Pprotded te Tayo 903 i ners) 1) Sy Bap 


2. IT is likewife'evident from the Account: 
which the Romanilts themfelves give of the In-~ 
fuallibility which they afcribe to their Church, that : 
we can have no good Reafon to believe-any fuch In- 
fillibility confer’d upon it, without fome Divine 
Promife to found our Belief of it upon. — The 
Account they give of the Matter is, ‘that it is 
by the Affiftance of Chrift and his Holy Spirit, . 
that their Church cannot’ err in any Doctrine of 
Religion. From: whence it is plain, that in 
ofder to believing their Churches Infallibility, 
we mutt believe, ‘that the Perfon or Perfons » 
who’ conftitute’ theit Church-Repre/entative, 
( as they call it } whether Pope, or Council, 
or both together we cannot tell ; nor hath their - 
Infallibility ever yet been fo kind as to inform 
us in a Point fo ‘eceffary to our Salvation ; 
that this Perfon or Perfons, I fay, are aflifted 
by Chrift and his Holy Spirit. But this will 
both run them again into a Circle; and alfo 
prove the Neceflity of fome Promifes to found 
fuch a Belief upon. 


‘y. IF will run them again into a circular 
Argumentation. —— For how shall we be per- 
fwaded that theif Church hath the Affiftance, 
the Infallible Affiftance, of Chrift and the Ho- 


ly 
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ly Ghoft. We fhould néver have known 
that there were fuch Divine Perfons as Chrift 
and the Holy Ghoft, if the Scriptures had not 
revealed them to us. ‘They tell us, we can 
neither favingly believe, nor underftand the 
Scriptures, without the Infallible Teftimony 
and. Interpretation of their’'Church : ‘That 1s 
in effect, we cannot believe that there are 
fuch Perfons as Chrift and the Holy Ghoft, 
unlefs we firft believe their Church to be In- 
fallible; and yet we cannot believe their 
Church tobe Infallible, unlefs we believe that 
there are fuch Perfons as Chrift and the Ho- 
ly Ghoft-; for its Infallibility, by their own 
Confeffion, doth fuppofe the peculiar Affi{t- 
ance of both thefe. And-none can believe 
their Affiftance before he believes they are. 
But leaving them in the midft of this Circle, 
I proceed to obferve, 


2. TH AT in order to our believing that 
Church favoured with the Infallible Affiftance of 
Chrift and. the Holy Spirit, we muft of Ne- — 
ceffity have fome Promife to it of fuch Afiftance, 
to found our Faith upon. ‘For how comes 
this Church to have this Infallible Affift- 
ance? We can well enough fuppofe, that 
Chrift and the Holy Spirit may exift with- 
out giving this Affiftance. And we can 
fuppofe, that the Chriftian Religion may 


very well continue in the World, after that 
* all 





a 
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€ all the Doctrines and Precepts of it have 
‘ been committed to Writing by Men under 
£ the Conduct of an Infallible Spirit, without 
‘ the Continuance of fuch an Infallibility in 
‘the Church. This Affiftance therefore is 
‘ not a neceffary, but a free Ad. And if a 
‘ free Ad, then for ought that they know, 
‘ their Church may not be fo aflifted. For 
‘ whence can they be fure of an arbitrary 
* Thing, unlefs the Authors of this Affiftance 
* have engaged themfelves by Promi/e, to give 
¢ their Church, that Infallible Affifttance ? So 
‘ that isimpoffible for them to prove fuch an 
‘ Infallible Affiftance of Chrift and the Holy 
‘ Ghoft, unlefs they produce fome exprefs 
* Promife for it. And fhould they produce 
‘ any fuch Promifes, they will ftill be liable to 
‘ be queftioned, how they are fure that thefe 
© are Divine Promifes ? When the Knowlege 
‘ that they are Divine, muft fuppofe the 
‘Thing to be true, which they would prove 
‘ out of them ; viz. that their Church is Infal- 
‘ ible? And fuppofing the Promifes Divine, 
‘ how are they fure, that this and no other is 
‘ the Meaning of them? When from fuch 
‘ Places they prove, that their Church is the 
‘ only Infallible Interpreter of Scripture. ’ 
But waving any further Advantage which 
might be made of their lofing themfelves 
perpetually in fuch inextricable Labyninths, 
I fhall proceed to fhew, 
C 
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_ from Scripture, is taken from the Words of 
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Il. TH AT none of the Promifes ordinarily 
alledged to prove the Infallibility of the Romith 
Church, can poffibly mean any fuch Thing —Thefe 
Promifes are of two Sorts, namely, fuch as are 
pleaded by them, who imagine the Spirit of 


‘Infallibility to refide in the Pope alone ; or fuch 


as are urged by them, who place it in a Ge- 
neral Council, or in Pope and Council. I 
fhall confider the Allegations of both Sorts 
diftintly, but as briefly as I can. i 





« TuEy who place Infallibility in the Pope 
alone, think it is well proved in general, that 
there muft be an Infallibility in the Church ; 
and from hence they conclude, that it muft 
be in the Pope. For if there mutt be a liv- 
ing {peaking Judge, always ready to guide 
the Church, and to decide Controverfies, 
they fay this cannot be in the diffufive Body 
of Chriftians, for thefe cannot meet tojudge; 
nor can it be in a General Council, the meet- 
ing of which depends upon fo many Acci- 
dents, and on the Confent of fo many Prin- 
ces, that the Infallibility muft lie dormant 
frequently for whole Ages together, if the 
General Council, or Pope and Council is the 
Seat of it. And therefore, taking it for gran- 
ted that it is certainly in the Church, they 
conclude it can be no where elfe but in the 
Pope *.’—— The chief Proof they alledge 
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* Burner’s Exp. P. 180. 
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our Saviour, when upon Pefer’s confeffing, 
that He was the.Chrift, the Son of the living 
God; + our Lord faid to Him,. Thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail againft 
dh, This. we allow to be a Promife of 
Perpetuity to the Chriftian Church, but we 
can by nomeans find Infallibility here pro 
mifed to the Church, and much lefs to the 
Pope, the pretended Head of it. Indeed 
from the Perpetuity. here, promifed to the 
Chriftian Church ;. we may fairly conclude; 
that there fhall. always be a Number of Men 
in the World profeffing the Chriftian Religion, 
who fhall believe and practife enough of it, 
to carry them fafe toHeaven. But this is 
far from proving,.that they fhall never be fuf 
fered to err in fuchPoints,'as are not abfolutely 
neceflary to Salvation. And_ it is at leaft as 
far from proving, that thefe Men fhall always 
live in. Sabjection to, and Communion with 
the Bifhop of Rome, rather than with the B:- 
Soop ot Ferufalem, Antioch, or Loudon. 








«Bur. St. Peter, fay they, was that Rock 


Chrift. meant, when He faid, Upon THIS. 
Rock Iwill build my. Church. But if the 


Popes are all Infallible, ’tis certain, that by the 
Rock is meant, not the Per/in, but the Fuith 
or Coufefion. of Peter ; for fo Pope Felix III, 
hath expounded it, Super iffa C onfeffione edi- 

Cr | ficabo 


+ Matth. xvi. 16, 1802: 
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fitabo Ecclefiam meam, as ¥ find Kim quoted 
by the learned Dr. Stratford *, And as the 
Dr. further obfervées, ‘ From the Promife 
£ of our Saviour, that the Gates of Hell: fall 
* not prevail againtt his Church, they cah by 
‘no means infer Infallibility,’ till they have 
*'firft proved, that the Gate’ of Hell prevail 
*againft every Saint ; yea, againft ‘every Per- 
* ‘fon, that is not infallible :\ And when that 
* fhall-be once prov’d, the Gates of Hell will 
* be fet fo wide open, -and they who enter in 
‘at’ them will be fo humerous, ‘that ’tis to be 
“feared, St. Peter will never more be put to 
© ‘the Trouble of opening’ the Gates of Heaven 
«for any Mans ! he SVS 1 OT 


“Bw fo much for the’ Promife pleaded by 
them, who'place Infallibility in the Pope alos. 
2] pafs how to confider the Promifes alledg’d 
by fuch as place Infallibility in a Geveral Coun- 
cil, “or in Pope ‘and Council. “Thele Promifes 
aré-miore numerous, but hot Jefs impertinent. 
They ferve the Purpofe a-little better, ‘than 
God's having {aid tot make two great Lights ,the 
greater Light to rule the’ Diy, and the leffer 
Light to'rule the Night, doth to prove that the’ 
Pope tault confequently be above the Emperor. 

Sila YG SE } j GINBats : 2 


Tre firtt Text “urged upoh this Occafion 
is that of our Saviour to ‘the “Seventy, $ He 

“20%. EHO iy HERES that 

“Vid, Difcourfe of the Necéflity of Reformation, P. 5. 

t Gen.1x. 16. t Luke 10. 16.2: |: ea | 
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that heareth you, heareth me; and he that defpifeth 
you, defpifeth me; and he that defpifeth me, defpi- 
feth him that fent-me. —From thefe Words our 
Adverfaries infer, ‘ that an infallible Affiftance 
‘ js promifed to. their Church in all Ages, not 
‘in its diffufive Senfe, but reprefentative, viz. 
‘ in thePaftors and Doétors aflembled inCoun- 
¢ cil?264'But by what Laws’of Interpretation, 
this Conftru@ion can be juftified, it is not 
eafy to imagine. * For s19'H i 


qh Tse Words were fpoken to fuch 
Perfons,as were fent out only with a temporary 
Commiflion, which expired at their Return to 
their Mafter, and in which therefore they have 
no Succeffors in the Church. 


ody, SupPposine (‘but not granting ) that 
the Office of the Seventy had been ftanding and 
perpetual ; yet how could that, which was 
applicable to each of them fingly, be fairly’ 
and certainly extended to their Succeffors ; 
and yet not belong to each of them fingly, 
nor yet to all of them collected in a Body ; 
unlels the fuppofed Succeffors of the Apoftles 
alfo be ‘convened with them, in a General _ 
Council. —Or even fuppofing this to be juft al- 
fo, hs et, - , ‘ 

adly, No fuch Thing as Infallibilicy feems 
to be implied in this Place. For, 

(1.) EVEN 


or CEO i TR ee 
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(1.) Even the Apofiles themfelves. feenr 
not to have had the conftant infatlible Affif- 
tance of the Spirit of God, ’till after Chrift’s 
Afcenfion.—And then much lefs can we fup- 
pofe the Seventy Difciples had, who are here 
ipoken of. 


(2.) THE Meflage they were fent up on did 
not at all require any infallible Affiftance.— 
For they were /ent two and two before Chrift’s 
Face, into every City and Place whither he him- 
Self would come, * not to deliver fully the Doc- 
‘ trine of Chrift, but only to tell the People 
‘ that the Kingdom of God was at Hand: That 
‘is, that blefled State of Things under the 
‘ Meffiah, is now ready to be revealed to you. 
‘The whole Defign therefore of that Com- 
* miflion of the Seventy was, to prepare People 
‘for the Reception of that Doctrine, which 
* Chrift himfelf was about to deliver to them. 
* And what infallible Affiftance can be fuppo- 
* fed neceffary in order to this ? 
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4 4tily. Supposine it fhould be granted that 
» the Seventy were infallible in what they deli-- 
moored yet nothing can be hence drawn: for 
. the Church’s continual Infallibility ; becaufe the 
Reafon which there might be for the Infalli- 
bility of the Seventy, don’t hold for the Infal- 
libility of the Church wow. "For, 
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( 1.) THE Seventy were fent abroad by 
Chrift when there were yet no infallible Wri- 
tings containing his Do¢trine, made by Him- 
felf, or his Apoftles, or other infpired Perfons. 
«  —And fo the Seventy had more need of the 
immediate Guidance of theSpirit of God then, 
than the Church can have now ; fince that the 
~  Doétrine of Jefus Chrift hath been publifhed 
to the World by the Writings of the pofiles, 
/ and: Evangelifts in the New-Teftament, fo ful- 
ly and clearly, that the Man of God may be per- 
fet, thoroughly furnifhed unto all good Works by 
them. * 





| (2.) THE Seventy had fufficient Evidences 
| to atteft their Infallibility if they had it, by 
the Power given them to caft out Devils, and 
heal Difeafes. — ‘ And therefore thofe they 
‘ were fent to, had fufficient Inducement to 
* believe fuch an Infallibility if they pretended 
| ‘to it. When therefore our Adverfaries can 
‘ produce the like Credentials, for their Doc- 
‘ tors and Paftors, either apart, or in a Ge- 


: ‘ neral Council, they may then perhaps from & 
“hence argue fomething in Favour of their 
| ‘ Infallibility, but not before. ’ dt 


AcaIn it is pleaded, that Chrift fays, Tell 
( the Ghurch ; and if he neglect to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man, and a 
Publican. {| — But what is it, which is here 
: to 
#2 Tim. 3. .X2% £ Math. 18. 17. 
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to be told to the Church ? Not a Doubt about 
any Point of Doétrine, but a Complaint of 
Trefpafs of one Brother againft another. So 
that if Infallibility is promifed in thefe Words, 
tis Infallibility, not in determining the Doc- 

trines of Religion, but in’ judging Matters of 
Trefpafs. Again, What Church is to be ap- 
plied to? Not the Church Catholick, conven’d 

in General Council, but the private Chriftian 

Affembly, to which the aggrieved Brother: 
belongs. He was firft to ufe his own private 

Endeavours; then the Interpofition of Friends 
was to be tried ; and if that was without Suc- 
cefs, the Matter was to be referred to the Af- 

fembly, to which they belonged. So that if 

infallible Guidance in Judgment can be ga~ 

thered from this Paflage, it may be claimed by 
every private Chriftian Affembly.; and furely 

then there can be no need of travelling to a 

Popifh General Council to obtain it. 


- ANOTHER Place alledged‘is that Promife of 
our Saviour, * Iam with yoy always, even to the 
Evid of the World—-This implies Chrift’s {piri- 
tual Prefence with his Minifters. And this 
Promife of Chrift’s fpiritual Prefence, was to 
the Succeflors of the Apoftles, as well as to 
themfélves ; for it reaches tothe End of the 
World. But then, this‘Promife intends only 
continual Affiftance, and not infallible. For 
whatever-is-here promifed to the Apoftles, is 
we: promifed 


* Math, 28. 20. 
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promifed to each of them /izgly, and therefore 
cannot with any good Reaton be reftrained 
to their Succeffors taken colleGively. Whereas 
our Adverfaries themfelyes. do not pretend, 
that each of the Succeffors of the Apoftles 
fingly, is render’d Infallible, by virtue of this 
Promife. , . KS 

Bes1pEs (as hath already been obferved ) 
there is not the fame Reafon, that the Paftors 
of the Church collectively fhould be infallible 
now, which there was for the Apoftles being 
fo then. Nor can they produce the fame Evi- 
dences for their being fo, which the Apoftles 
did. Nor can any good Reafon be drawn 
from this Promife, for Infallibility to the Suc 
ceffors of the Apoftles in the Romi/h Church, 
and not e//ewhere.—So that thisText alfo may 
be difmiffed, as of no Ufe to our Adverfaries. 


Nor is Joh. 16. 13. alledged to any better 
Purpofe.—-For Guidance into all Truth by the 
Spirit is there promifed to none, but fuch as 


have it promifed to them alfo, that the Spirit . 


qwill fhew them Things to come. And therefore, 
that Promife mutt be reftrained to theApoftles, 
and not extended to their Succeffors. For I 
think theRomani/ts do not pretend theirChurch 
is endowed witha Spirit of Prophecy, as well 
as of Infallibility. . 


Nor laftly, will it prove their Pretenfions, 
if the Church of the living God is called the Pil- 
D far 


- 
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lar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15.—For 
that is only becaufe it is built upon the Founda- 
tion of the Apoftles and Prophets ; which the 
Romifh Church can fearce be allowed to be, 
Gnceit lays it’s own Infallibility in the Foundation, 
and builds both Credit and Meaning of the 
Apoftles and Prophets upon that. 


MoRrEOVER it ought to be obferved, that 
#f it was a Church which is here called the Pil- 
Jar and Ground of Truth, it was not the Church 
of Rome, but the Church in’ which Timothy 
was directed how to behave himfelf, namely 
theChurch of Ephefits. And that thisChurch 
hath erred fundamentally mutt needs be grant- 
ed, fince, as Hiftorians tell us, there 1s not one 
Family of Chrittians now to-be found in Ephe- 
fis. ie j 
But after all, I think with an eminent Cri- 
‘tick *, that ‘it is Timothy himfeif, and not the 
Church of Ephefis, which is here called a Pillar 
cand Support of theT ruth: thatthe Paflage fhould 
‘be rendered, that thou may/t know how to bebave 
thy felf in the Honfe of God, which is the Church 
of the living God, as a Pillar and Support of 
‘the Truth. ‘ The Apoftle is giving Rules to 
“ Timothy, howto behave himfelf in the 
‘ Church, which He. calls the Hou/é of God. 
“ Now after he had called it aw Houfe, one 
‘ would think it not proper, that in the fame 
‘ Breath,he fhould call ita Pillar of an Houfe. 
, et cay e Bet 
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© But it is very natural to give that Name to 
‘ Timothy, and to exhort him to behave him- 


‘ {elf as fuch in the Houfe of God.’ Andif 


you take it in this Senfe, it is as far off from 
the Purpofe they alledge it for, as that of their 
angelick Doctor + ; who proved that all Men 
are not equally bound to have an explicit 
Faith, becaufe it is written, that the Oxen 
vere plowing, and the Affes feeding befide them}. 


Trese are the principal Texts alledged by 
thofe who place the Infallibility in a General 
Council of fuch as live in Subjection to, 
and Communion with the Bifhop of Rome. 
And concerning them all I think it will hold 
true, that any other Chriftian Church may put 
in as fair a Claim to what they Promife, as. 
the Church of Rome. So that we mutft either 
believe, that al/ Churches are Infallible, or de- 
ny that the Romifh Church is fo. For where 
ail have an equal Claim with her, it is very 
plain that the Claim of all mutt be juft, or elfe, 
that her Claim cannot be fo. Now that 
all Chriftian Churches are not Infallible, we 
need no other Proof, but their Contradictions 
one to another. And therefore we need not 
be at a Lofs what to think of the Romifh 
Church, unlefs fome Promife of Infallibility 
could be produced which refpected her, more 
than others. 





D 2 ; ; AND 


t+ Aquinas, t Job. 1. 14. 


AS6 


4357 


28 The Infallibility of the Church 


 Anp now the Sum of all is, That that Spi- 

rit which cannot ftand the Teft, ought not 
to be believed: that the Spirit of Infallibility 
contended for by the Romanifts, can never be 
proved without fome exprefs Scripture Pro- 
mife of it to them: that for them to betake 
themfelves to Scripture Proof upon this Occa- 
fion, is to involve themfelves in fuch Circula- 
tions and Contradictions, as would better be- 
come any Thing elfe, than Infallibility: that 
if waving the Advantages this would give 
us, we attend to the Promifes alledged, we 
find none of them can, without manifeft Vio- 
lence, be interpreted of a landing, perpetual 
Infallibility in the Church: And lattly, that 
if, contrary to the Truth, we fhould fuppofe 
this to be the obvious Intention of them all ; 
vet not one of them hath more refpect to the. 
Romifh Charch, than to any other. 


From _ thefe Things laid together, it will 
be no difficult or unfair Conclufion, that the 
Infallibility which the Romanifls arrdgate to 
their Church is not from the Spirit af Trath, 
but from a Spirit of Error. eed 


AND now (to borrow the Words of the ce- 
lebrated Bifhop Burnet * ) ‘ the Importance of 
‘ this Argument, - rather than the Difficulty of 
‘it, hath made it neceflary to dwell fo long 
‘uponit. For it is indeed, the main funda- 

* mental 
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¢ ‘mental Point in Debate between ws and the 
‘ Papifts, and upon which, in a manner all 
‘the other Points of: Difference do depend. 
‘ Since then fo much depends upon it, and 
‘ fince the Miffionaries of the Church of Rome 
‘ are generally very well inftructed in it, there- 
‘ fore it ought to be thordly confidered. For 
‘ how little Strength foever there may be in 
‘the Arguments brought to prove this Infalli- 
‘bility, yet they put fpecious Colours upon 
‘ them, andthey are commonly managed,both 
‘ with much Art, and with great Confidence.’ 
But the only infallible Rule in this, as in all 
other Points of Importance, is, To the Law, 
and to the Teftimony : If they [peak not according 
to this Word, it is becaufe there is no Light in 
them. + — vo anee 


Our Adverfaries the Papifts dare not deny, 
that the Holy Scriptures were all given by In- 
Spiration of God: And furely then we may be- 
lieve them, if we can but underftand them. 
The Scriptures themfelves affure us, that they 
are able to make us wife unto‘Salvation,* and that 
they may be known of Children; which certainly 
funpofes, that however there may be /ome 

hings in them hard to be underftood,yet that in all 
Points neceflary to Salvation, they are written 
with Perfpicuity enough to be apprehended by 
very. ordinary Capacities. What need then 
can there be of an infallible Interpreter, to 
explain’ 
+ Ifai. 8. 20. i BS aie as 
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explain the Meaning of what a Child may 
know without fuch Help ?. And where fhall’ 
we find fuch Interpreter, if we needed him ; 
fince the Church of Rome, with all it’s Infalli- 
bility, cannot determine, whether it be Pope, 
or General Council, or both together? And 
what Help or Satisfaction fhall we find if we 
look into the Decifions of that Church ; fince 
it is certain that its Definitions in Matters of 
Faith, are both more in Number,.and much 
more intricate and hard to be underltood, than 
thofe of the Scripture are ?— But I am infen- 
fibly fliding into the Confideration of what 
may be urged in Point of Reafon againft the 
Romifh Doctrine of Infallibility ; to take a juft 
View of which would probably far exceed, 
both your Patience, and my own Strength. 


I must therefore leave this, together with 
the feveral interefting and important Points 
expreffed in the Statute of the worthy Found- 
er of thefe Lectures, which I read unto you 
at the Beginning of this Difcourfe, to fuch as 
by the Will of God may fucceed me.—I mutt 
alfo wave the Reflections which offer them- 
felves upon what hath been fpoken at this 
Time: And _ fhall conclude in one Word of 
Advice, to fuch of you, my Hearers, as intend 
the Study of Divinity ; namely, 


TuaT after you have laid theFoundations 


of your Faith in the great Points of natural 
and 
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and revealed Religion, in Oppofition to the 
Atheift and the Deift, as deep and {trong as 
you can; if you find Leifure and Advantages 
to look much into the Controverfies between 
the feveral Denominations of Chriftians, you 
would begin with that between us and the 
Church of Rome. That Church is a reftlefs, 
incroaching and implacable Enemy to Prote/- 
tants of every Denomination. It is indefati- 
gable in it’s Endeavours, compafing Land and 
Sea to make Profelyter. It utterly denies Sal- 
vation to any out of it’s Communion. And 
it’s Herefies, Superftitions, Cruelties, Idolatries, 
and other crying Wickednefles are fuch, that 
you will findit no very eafy Matter to perfwade 
your felves, that there can be any Salvation 
in it. ‘This is doubtlefs therefore, the moft 
interefting and important Controverfy among 
Chriftians ; and fo deferves your Attention in 
the firft Place. And you will find that a 
competent Underftanding of this, will be no 
{mall Help to you in determining fome Con- 
troverfies between Proteffants’ one with ano- 
ther.— To which I may add, that if we con- 
fider, how much the Proteftant Intereft, both 
in Europe and America, is at this Day threat- 
ned, by the Sword of its Popi/h Enemies ; this 
is the Controverfy in which it feems moft 
likely that we may be bro’t to the Trial, whe- 
ther we are rooted and grounded in our Faith, 
and can hold faft the Profeffion of it, without wa- 


vering. 
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